A Night with Raul “Rulli” Torres
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Az part of the MorthWWest
Arkanzzz Community Col-
leza’s 15th anniverzary cel-
chration, the College zpon-
zored 2 fashion show Mow. 6,
which fasturad desizns from
Gatsby’: Boutigue of Fay-
etteville, Cmdarells’s Bou-
ngue of Fogers, and dezigns
from Faml “Fulli” Torres, an
NWACC graduate. The show
ook place at the Springdale
Civic Center, and all pro-
cead: supported WWACC':
General Scholarzhip Fund.

The svent had 2 satisfac-
tory attendance, fom the de-
zigners’ friends and family,
to MVACC staff and faculty,
and mambers of the conumn-
niry. Campu: organizations
like the Smdent Government
Aszzociation and the Stdent
Ambazzador: and Acivities
Eoard voluntesred 2s ushar:
during the svent

Torres” collection ranged
from bridal to fommal and
avant-zarde praczs. He kept
the color scheme =zimpls
limiting himzelf to black,
white and red pieces
of hiz work haz a Victorian
feel; Tomres used matsrisls
like lace and satin fo srve his
pieces a romantic and refined
look. Om hiz avant-garde
pieces, 3 mix of materials and
plinzing thigh slits provided
a “wow factor” for the andi-
ence. We had a chance to chat
with Torres before the chow
and thiz iz what ha chared
with us.

EV: When did vou kmow
vou wanted to be a fathion
dezigner?

Torres: When I was five
vears old. MMy mom was 3

DeliDt

zeamstresz, and zhe made
most of my sister’z clothes.
Also, myv teachsrs would

taks me 0 iee dramaz like
“Evita” and a lot of theater,
and o0 what caushi my atten-
tion was the entire wardrobe.
I was like “Oh my God!™ It
WEE 2mMamng to me 2z a kid,
bt it kind of started fading
away because, vou knows, my
culture or whatevar, its like
a man iz not supposad to be
zewing or anv of that sort of
thing. So my mom wanied
me to do zomething elss,
inztead of being 3 desimner.
Pluz, we moved from Cali-
fomis to Arksnsaz in 1003,
20 herz in Arkanza: I thought
there was no way that I could
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do zomething in fazhion, so
[ ended wp registering st the
compmnity college. I azked
an advizor to help me find a
degres that would relegss my
artiztic =ide, and we found
a2 program m the graphic
design  department. That's
where I met Victor Chalf-
ant, and he challsnged me.
Grraphic desizn has besn ars-
ally strong foundation for now
fazhion deszian becsuze of all
the drawing, painting, sculpt-
g, and computer illustra-
tion. When I realized that the
University of Arkanza: had
& fazhion program, I imme-
diztely tranzferred and that's
where I zot my bachelor’s
I was pretty scared to mova
out becanze I've nevar raally
rakem anyrizks, zo whenI de-
cided to move te Mew York it
wWas a major jumyp for ma.

EV: Fazhion &= a very
competitive busines: to be
in. With reality shows fea-
turing novice desizner: and
giving them a chance to
show their work to the en-
tire world m just an hour,
what's it like being in the
fazhion industry?

Torres: It's very challsnz-
ing for sure, [mean it': probe-
blv one of the toughest indus-
tries to b2 . After “Project
Rumway,” evervbody kind
of just wanted to wy it out
becanze vou have the oppor-
tunity to take that chance w
maks I 85 an amerging de-
sigkar. And itz really tough
hecane nobody ever
zll of the behind-the-zcenses
stuff, and all the hard work.
For example, every singls
piece that vou are gomg to
ze2 tonight I designed, cut
and comstructed. It takesz a
lot of work and dedication to
be able to do that. So alot of
the ume I'm mi:zing out on
family evemtz, hanging out
with friends, partying. Some-
times I only show up for like
20 minutes and then leave. It
sucks becausze [ wish I could
stay lonzer. But I alzo want to

make it in the mdusry, that's
wihy I have to sacrifice & lot
of that.

EV: Now that you've
shared the challenge: vou
face in vour profession,
what i= your favorite part
about being a desizner?

Torres: I would sav my fa-
vorite part t= whenever I fin-
tzh a collection, the and prod-
uct, the reaction that I g=t
from evervbody that 22es my
final pieces. It's wonth svery
smgle party that I've mizzed.
It’s worth all the =acrifice.

EW: What does it mean to
von a5 an alomno: to be &
part of NWACC": 25th an-
niversary celebrationsz?

Torres: It's very impor-
tant to me because I fee] like
thare are not many colleges
that mill continme to SUppPoTt
wou even after vou've sradu-
ated. For them to invite me to
come back and participate iz
tuly an honor, 1o be part of
thiz celebration.

EV: What were vour in-
spirations for the pieces vou
created for the show?

Torre:: There's a hlzxican
actresz who wsas comparsd
to  Andrsv Hepbum and
hlarihm Monroe. 3he was
in the Mexican Golden Era
m the early 40z and 50z
Her nams iz Mlaria Feliz
I actally hawve the frend
board in the back. Ome dress

inzpired the whale collaction,
except for my avani-garde
s, As 2 Gemimi, I wall

those ars my siznaturs pisce:
which people have coms to
empect from me.

EV: Which i
favorite piece from
collection®

Torres: Oh my
Thare’s =0 mamy!
ably the black dress,
nal piece. The uette 1z
vary classv and the dress is
probably like 25 or 30 vards
of fabric, o itz going to be
pretty lonz. Everybody loves
that piace.

your
the

zosh!

EV: How would vou de-
scribe your personal style?

Torres: I think I have, like,
two personslities. I would
compars mveelf to Alsan-
dar MoQuesen snd Jean Paul
Gaultier and then the other
gide would be like Valen-
tino or Dior. Those are the
twe zides that ars not Gzhit-
ing within me. I will create
something crazy and then
something clazsy, like 2 com-
pliment barwesn those o
forces.

EV: If your brand could
have any celebrity spoloes-
model, who wounld it be?

Tomraz: Oh my goodness!
I would probably pick Ba-
vonce, Sofia Vergara, or

Heidi Klum. One of thoss top
models.

EV: Do vou have any ad-
vice for oor reader: who
might want to start a career
in fazhion desizn?

Torres: If it'z truly what
vou love to do, the rest is not
reallv going to mattar. Like,
I havent 3 at all bacanzs
I wanted 1o have evarything
prepared for the zhow. Ev-
arvone iz telling me to g=t
zome rest, but they don’t gat
it, I can't slesp right now.
It's an industry in which,
if vou love what you do, it
won't even fesl like vou'ra

killing vourzelf.

EV: Any clozing thought=7

Torres: el I'm wvery
hacky that I got to =0 to
IIWACCT becauze the profes-
sorz, emecutives and staff saw
my potsntial, and they zaw
something in me that they
just pushed out of me.

I think evervhody nesds
that lile puzh evary now
and then and I honesty
don’t know whers I would be
right now if I hadn't zons to
MWACC. NWACC was the
best thing that ever happenad
tome.
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Tomres dresses 3 model's hair backsiage

Dizsigrar Raul Full Tomes and the models pose for a group phots st the red carpet.
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